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Some REMARKS upon the POWDER TAX. 
By a BARBER. 


HEN I laft fhaved Mr. Fitzftephen, the hifterian, talk- 

ing upon this fubject, he informed me, that among the 

Saxons they had a law called wiregild, which fet a certain 

value upon a man’s head. “ An Atheling or Prince’s head,” 

for inftance, “ was valued at 15,000 thrimas,* 180]. A 

Bifhop’s ort Ealderman’s at 8000, that of a General at 10,000, 

a fpiritual or temporal Thane’s at 2000, a Ceorl’s head at 250, 

if he was poor, but if the happy pofleiior of five hides of land, 
his head was of as much value as a Thane’s” 

We fee, as Mr. Fitzftephens obferved, that in the above 
regulation the wifdom of our Saxon anceftors was confpi- 
cuous. 

A man’s head was valued according to the circumftances of 
the wearer, and as we have adopted many of thefe laws, 
would it not be worth while to confider whether we could not 
borrow from them in this inftance? Is it not hard that a Duke 
fhould pay no more for the liberty of wearing powder than a 
tradefman ? If the Minifter would turn it in his mind, he 
would find that a poll tax ought always to be progreflive. Such 

Vou. XXV, 643. 3X a fum 


* Each thrima was worth about threepence. 

+ This was a dignity equal to an Earl. 1 thought it neceffary 
to note it, le/t ir fhould be miftaken for Alderman, an order of men 
whofe heads it is impoflible to afcertain the value of, no record 
vpon the fubjeét having come down to us. 
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a fum might be placed upon the head of his Grace, fomething 
lefs upon that of a Marquis, lefs upon that of an Earl, Vit- 
count, Baron, Bifhop, and fo down to the lower order of fo 
ciety. Here it feems to me that there exifts a very {y{temati- 
cal concatenation of taxation. The par irregularities that 
{trike me, arife from the bar and the ftage. It is well known 
the gentlemen that practife at the former, wear large and well- 
powdered wigs, over drefled heads of hair, Whether they 
fhould be charged as if they had two heads is a matter that 
will demand fome confideration. With the ftage heroes and 
heroines I know not what will be done ; they fear, as their 
profeflion may juftly be deemed a luxury, they will be charged 
for every character they aflume, that Cato and the Senate of 


Rome will be made to pay tribute to Cafar, that the Senate of 


Venice will fare no better, that Alexander will be obliged to 
eaten part of his fpoils, that veftal virgins, Roman matrons, 
Kings, Queens, Princefles, Lords, and Ladies, will be obliged 
to contribute. Nor will even the gods efcape! Jupiter it is 
thou; she will ftand no better chance than Midas, nor tragedy 
than comedy. Archer it is expected muft appear in a blach 
wig, and that if Daniel* does not pay, he will no longer be 
futtered to fhake his well floured locks over Mr. Sealand’s 
fhoes with impunity. 

How it will operate with reipeét to the inftances abovee 
mentioned, I know not, but I have great reafon to think, that 
in gene ral, if the tax is not exc eedingly oppreffive, it will be 
unproduétive, for it has been {aid in favour of it, that whilft it 
pours into the public coffers an immenfe ftanding revenue, it 

vill be of the greateit advantage to the poor, by ‘leffening, or 
rather chz nging the confumption cf flour, which inftead of 
we ing watt ted in ac jorning the outfide of our heads, will, in the 
form of bread, be putinto many mouths, that now gape in vain 
for a morfel. By what arts of political ratiocination thefe 
are to be reconciled, [ am ata lofs to difcover. 
It appears evident that a large revenue can only be raifed by 
its Continuing a general fafhion; and as it was fagacio vufly re= 
marked by the great leader of ‘oppofition, if only 50 elevated 
perions were to appear unpowdered, their followers would be 
fo numerous, that this immenfe revenue would vanith ina 
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Luxury and vanity fhould at all times, bot efpecially the 
Preicat, when the former is making tuch rapid ftrides, be ree 
preiled 5 
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prefled ; whether that is likely to be done by a commutation, 
I leave to thofe that are wifer than myfelf todetermine. If it 
be a vice, and when we look at the diftreffes of the poor, it 
appears to be one, it ought rather to be prohibited than li- 
cenced ; but even then, a powdered head is not a luxury, the 
moft mifchievous to fociety, therefore ought not to be the firft 
object either of vengeance or revenue. 

Were vices and follies to be taxed, and by that implication 
licenced, there is fo ample a {cope for a financier, fuch an im- 
menfe circle of great objects, that one would fuppofe he would 
go round the whole before he fixed upon a matter fo harmlefs 
in itfelf, and fo innocent with refpeét to fociety, as that of 
wearing one’s own hair, or one’s own wig, of the colour that 
is moft agrecable. 





Short Piéture of the Ottoman Empire, as it exifted under 
Solyman the Second, about the Middle of the Sixteenth 
Century. 


By N. W. WRAXALL, 


VERY circumftance contributed, in that age, to intoxi- 
cate the Turks, and to confirm them in the opinion that 
they were deftined by the Prophet, to fubje& the earth. It 
was not, perhaps, poffible for human wifdom to forefee, during 
the fplendid career of Solyman, that the Ottoman empire had 
reached its higheft point of elevation, and already began to 
verge towards its decline. On every fide, they beheld, like 
the Romans under Trajan, only proftrate Princes, or terrified 
and fuppliant provinces. The wretched remains of the By= 
zantine Sovereigns, who had reigned over the eaftern empire, 
were funk into the loweft clafies of Bulgarian peafants.—~ 
“ I faw,” fays Bufbequius, “ as I pafled through that coun- 
try, the furvivors of the Imperial race of the Cantacuzeni, 
and the Palzologi, living among the Turks, in a ftate of 
more contempt, than that of Dionyfius at Corinth.” Greece 
had fummitted to the Sultans; who no longer divided any 
part of Epirus, or of the Morea, with the Republic of Vee 
nice. Solyman, as if peculiarly flattered by his conqueft of 
that cclebrated part of Europe, aflumed among his titles, the 
quality of “ Lord of the Land of Ioania, and of the Athe- 
nian Cities. 


3X2 Conftantinople, 
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Conftantinople, like ancient Rome, continually faw within 
its walls, the moft illuftrious vifitors, whom a defire of 
conciliating the favour of the Court, or the chance of war, 
had induced, or compelled, to vifit the Turkificapital. Even 
from Mingrelia, and the banks of the Cafpian fea, the Kings 
of thofe remote and almoft unknown countries, haftened in 
perfon to implore the afliftance, or to deprecate the anger of 
Solyman. The King of Algiers commanded the Turkith 
ficets ; and the unfortunate defeat, fuftained by the Duke of 
Medina Sidonia, on the coaft of Barbary, in 1562, filled 
Contlantinople with Spanifh prifoners of the higheft rank and 
quality. , 

If we contemplate the number of kingdoms, provinces, and 
iflands, over which Selim the Second reigned, we fhall not 
wonder at the terror, infpired by the ‘Turks, during that period. 
The eaftern empire of Rome, in its original {plendor, as it de- 
fcended to Arcadius, on the deceafe of Theodofius, in the 
year 395, was far inferior in extent and magnitude, to the dos 
minions of the Ottoman Princes. Africa, with the exclufion 
only of Egypt, fell to the fhare of Honorius, in the divifion, 
made by the Roman Emperor, between his two fons, Arae 
bia was not conquered by the arms of Rome; but retained its 
independence in every age—The “ Cherfonefus Taurica,” 
the Crimea of the Moderns, lay beyond the limits of the em- 
pire; and was regarded as a barbarous portion of Scythia, 
little known, except by the expedition of the Argonauts, and 
the tragical amours of Jafonand Medea. But, the coaft of 
Barbary, Arabia, and the peninfula of Crim Tartary, were all 
included in the obedience of the Sultan. From the frontiers 
of Fez and Morocco, to Erivan and Tefiis, the capitals of 
Armenia and Georgia: From the kingdom of Yemen, be- 
yond the entrance of the Red Sea, and from the deferts which 
divide the Upper Egypt from Nubia; to the borders of I{tria, 
Poland, and Mufcovy ; Selim reigned either by his delegates, 
or in perfon. His power was fuftained by the Mahometan re- 
ligion ; by the veneration of his fubjects for the Ottoman 
family; by an army, which had vanquifhed under Solyman; 
and by a fleet, which had only rifen with fuperior luitre, from 
its recent defeat. We mutt confefs, that the greateft of the 
Chriftian powers were fecble, in comparifon with fo vafta 
monarchy ; and that the dread of Europe being fubjected to a 
Turkifh yoke, was neither abfurd nor groundlefs. Happily 
for mankind, that empire had already paficd its meridian; and 
the imbecility, or vices of the fucceflors of Solyman, by ine 
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troducing a relaxation of military difcipline, diffolved the only 
fupport, upon which refled its grandeur and ftability. 





The HISTORY of an unfortunate ROYAL CAPTIVE, 


(Continued from Page 426.) 
UR aftonifhment was, however, excited, by finding that 

the caufe was an attack upon my father, and that: Rode- 
rique was at the head of the plan. Of courfe we were caus 
tious which way we returned. Emily requefted leave to ree 
turnto her convent. My father and mytelf, in fpite of every 
remonftrance, determined to fee her fafe within the facred 
walls , and to turn acrofs the country by a different track from 

hat we had at firft chofen. 

We at length arrived at the gates of the convent; it was 
morning—nature was awake. ‘The pure had thanked their 
Creator; the children of guilt had bluthingly ftcle from her 
fnares, when one of our attendants alighted, rang the great bell 
of the convent, and Emily wasannounced. The felf-denying 
Abbefs i hae s and with her many .of the lay-fifters who 

were the frien f Emily, and whofe eyes, I obierved, fpite of 
my unalterable ‘tee, fhone with fur prife and pleafure on our 
goodly company. Why thould they not? My father wasa 
handfome man, little more than 40, his form modelled by the 
modelled line of beauty; his complexion glowing with her 
full tints; his large eyes were of melting blue, their fringe: 
Curtains a dark-brown, and the animation himfelf pofleficd, 
imperce »ptibly and fuddenly { {truck thofe whobeheld him. My 
guardian was full of manly grace, a litile older than my fa- 
ther 5 his countenance thi wing with the finile of philanthropy, 
his whole manner exprefflive of the mildaefs of virtue. Our 
ndants were gay, men of viv race and unmeaning as viva- 





erally is; for your hun fervant Eeep a I care 
hat Henry is—this fly Cord c atk bleii—fo beloved— 
i ~<a volanage am I going, thefe ravings ferve me 
!—Oa a gi oup fo inviting could an harmle{s maid gaze 


with aught | ut delight ?—No—Cynics may rail, corrupted 
prudes conde mn, und the old murmuring ere lay down 
his icy rule. Their labours amount to nothing. Generous 
nature Sige the fpunge, and fympathy wipes out the precepts of 


cowardly referve. ‘I rue, the blaze of foul was on thofe inno- 
cent 
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cent girls unufually momentary, for here was nature expiring 
in the grafp of fuperftition. 

The Abbefs, from whofe cheek infulted nature had long 
withdrawn her rofy hue, deigned, unfmilingly, to direct us to a 
houfe on the fouth fide of the convent, and detached from it, 
I fuppofed, for the charitable puipofe of receiving the worldly 
vifitor (but as my guefling never was of the frigid kind, my 
reader muft not always trutt it). Around the window-cafe- 
ments, wandered the folitary jeflamine, hiding as much lead as 
glafs ; up the dark coloured wall crept the ivy 5 and over the 
arched door ftood the ftone figure of a faint ; not cut with 
awe-in{piring workmanhhip to deceive us into veneration, like 
that in which our cold and ancient patriarchs are immorta- 
lized ; but in health, ftrength, beauty, and comelinefs ; like 
the young friar, who left the houfe on our entering it, and 
who, I was told by the porter, often confefled the good Lady 
Abbefs. Refolving not to guefs at any thing, but to take 
things as they came, I fat down. My father and my guardian 
walked round the apartment, which was {pacious, admired the 
paintings of the canonized, and read the infcriptions of the 
Popes and the nuns. 

My attention was, however, foon engrofled by the flow- 
paced Lady Abbefs, who came accompanied by a lady to 
whom Emily ran, and exprefled her fincere fatisfaction at their 
meeting. My father too, without the leaft apology, or even a 
love-fick exclamation, ftarted from his place, over-turned the 
little carved table that ftood before him, ran againft me, threw 
me upon the floor ; and there I quietly fat gazing, and endea- 
Vouring to account for my father’s vigorous exertion. 

If he fhould falute the immaculate Lady Abbefs, faid I to 
myfe if, we are all undone! But my fear was changed into 
aftonifhment, when | faw him clafp the lady in his arms, who 
had entered with her, and imprint on her lips the falutation of 
love. My eyes, iaftin&ively I believe, railed themfelves 
towards Emily, who was that moment gazing on me. It was 
too much The heart cannot long beer 1 the forcible beam of 
an enraptured eye ; and Emily initantly affected to admire the 
antique roof, where winter was ret prefent ited as blafting th 
opening year. 

és May thy youth know a happier {pring ! dear maid!” {aid 
J, rifing from the floor with apparent compofure. By. this 
time 1 fancied my father might have whifpered his bufinefs in 
the Lady’s ear, who, wit hout waiting my advances, threw her 
arms round me, and funk on my bolom— 
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«© My fon !”—was all the could articulate, in a voice that 
made me fhiver. Rapture, fuch as angels might feel, abforbed 
my whole foul. No language could embody my ideas. I fup- 
ported my mother, looked at my father—He was filent, but the 
big tear of 2ffection rolled down his face. 

« My hufband ! my fon! my Henry! Oh! what an age 
is gone, what hours have I known—but I have found you !— 
found you both ! we will never more be feparated.” 

Take me with you,” faid my mother, with all the inco- 
herence of full delight; while the good Lady Abbefs ftood 
frowning. 

« [ will! I will, my love!” exclaimed my father. “ One 
deftiny furely awaits us, or indulgent Heaven would not have 
given you fo unexpectedly to me.’ , 

“ IT thought you had formed refolves, Madam, of a more 
pious nature,” faidthe Abbels. 

“© What refolves?” replied my mother, cafting her eyes 
penfively on the earth. 

“© Have we not laboured to extinguifh your fenfe of worldly 
enjoyments ?”’"— 

And what good did you promife yourfelf, had your labour 
fucceeded ?”? replied my father laconically. 

The greateft good, Sir; that of teaching her foul to win 
its wayto Heaven. In fhort, that of breaking all focial ties ?” 

“ Yes—and of miftaking the grand beauties of order for 
the burning phantoms of imagination.” 

The pious old lady, I fup poted, made a ftop only to fummon 
her reafoning powers, which, every one knows, lie fo deep in 
the mind’s inexhauftible abyfs, that we often cannot find them 
till the end of the argument; and my mother refumed 5 
“ When I formed thofe refolves my {pirit was made obedient to 
your wifhes by defpair. But | tad found a hufband ; I have 
found my beloved, my handfome Henry! and may not thefe 


obliterate my folitary refolve ?” 


“ Afk your confcierice !” 

The tone with which this fentence was pronounced, proved 
that the Abbefs fancied fhe had gained a point “ Yes, 
Madam,” fhe repeated with a triumphant fmile, “ afk your 


confcience !” 

“ Which is unfullicd, if I know my Eleanora, nor thall 
your fuperttitious ries rob’me of my claim, unlefs fhe wil- 
hingly flies the hufband who adores her.—Miltake me not, 
fo very inad equate is the code of your 
> {wallows the 

other, 


good lady ; fo confuled, 
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other, and the laft lies without efficacy. You practife wars 
with the feelings of nature; you lofe your tendernefs; you 
are lefs than woman, becaufe religious pride would whifper you 
are more. You can be of no fervice to God, you will not 
blefs mankind; victims drop between your walls; focicty 
hears not their hopelefs fighs, nor do you. pity expiring beauty. 
Your fouls are rendered obdurate by the working of that mif- 
guided frenzy, which your priefts awaken in your ductile minds 
—If you will teach woman, I pray you encourage her to dare 
beyond the invention of man: Bid her not truft his opinions 
further than the verge of the grave. He cannot even paint to 
youa Deity, Why then immure yourfelf here? Why hourly 
die for the poor fatisfaCtion of being deemed unufefully vir- 
tuous? Tisa flate, Lady Abbefs, like that in which the moth 
fpends her laft moment.” 

My mother waited the refult of this harangue, made by my 
father ina peremptory manner. The Abbels was offended— 
he perceived it, and led her intoan adjoining apartment. None 
of us, I believe, were quite ealy under this fhort fufpence. 
We knew fuperftition here wore every pontifical terror, and 
that we had nothing in the world about us but poor reafon. 
After fome delay, we were, however, releafed. For the late= 
ly-jarring couple returned to us much better pleafed with cach 
other. I tried to guefs the caufe of fo neceflary a reconcile- 
ment ; but, what with the filial refpect I owed my father, and 
the frozen fanctity with which I beheld the venerable virgin, 
I could not for my foul divine aright. Reader, do not thou 
guefs—I[ will tell thee—My father’s purfe was heavy, and he 
lightened it in that of the lady’s. 

“ We are ready to attend you, my Eleanora,” faid my fa- 
ther. “ This lady will obviate every objection with the holy 
brotherhood, and we may depart.” 

This was nota time for any of us to be inquifitive ; it was 
enough for my affectionate parents that once more they were 
reciprocally bleft; and the hiftory of their long feparation was 
mutually referved for happier hours. My mother, however, 
took an opportunity to inform us that fhe was not known in 
the convent ; that fuch precaution had been taken to fave the 
appearance of force in her feclufion, none fuppofed but that 
fhe came in voluntarily, and all expected fhe was to take the 
veil. 

“ The minifters of the King have loft me: I cfeaped from 
the convent in which I was firft confined: I fecreted mylelf 
by day, as much as poflible, for a confidcrable time; but fear 


6 ing 



















































THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 449 


ing I fhould by chance be recognized, came here, and was 
welcomed as one weary of the world. Long ftruggling with 
hopelefs love, importuned and foothed alternately into cold and 
gloomy habits, I had lately given the Abbels reafon to fuppofe 
that I would leave fociety forever. You, my beloved buf- 
band, are a better guide; be you and my Henry my guarding 
angels.” 

‘As my mother was about to pour the fentiments of fond 
delight into our bofoms whilft we ttood liftening with filent 
affection, her friends came to bid her adieu. The good Lady 
Abbefs had gone to inform them of her deftined departure. 
Thofe who were probationers ran to us, full of unaffected 
concern, but thofe who were imprifoned by their vows, only 
waved their hands, and mourned my mother’s return to the 
temptations of the world. 

Emily had been pleafingly occupied in receiving the congrae 
tualation of her friends in the convent; fhe returned to give us 
her good night. 

The holy Abbefs took my father by the hand and my mother 
by the hand: Looked up with heavenly fervour, and withed 
them the peaceful flumber of happy minds. 


(To be continued.) 





An ANECODOT E, 


A’< Sundays ago a clergyman preaching in the neigh- 
bourhood of Wapping, obferving that moft part of his 
audience were in the fea-faring way, very naturally embel- 
lifhed his difcourfe with feveral nautical tropes and figures. 
Amongft other things, he advifed them to be ever on the 
watch, fo that, on whatever tack the Devil fhould bear down 
upon them, he might be crippled in action. Aye, Mafter,”’ 
cried a jolly fonof Neptune : “ But, let me tell you, that will 
depend upon your having the weather-gauge of him.” 





CURIOUS LETTERS. 
t te 4 excellent and indefatigable writer, the late Lord 


Hailes, in a tract of his, now very {carce, gives us three 
fpecimens of letter writing of the laft century, which are cus 
rious. The firft is from the Duchefs Dowager of Lenox to 
King James the Firft. 

VoL, XXV, 643. 3¥ “ My 
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“My Sovereign Lord, 

* According to your Majefty’s gracious pleafure fignified 
unto me, I have fent a young man to attend you, accompanied 
with a widow’s prayers and tears, that he may wax old in your 
Majefty’s fervice; and in his fidelity and affection may equal 
his anceftors departed : So fhall he find grace and favour in the 
eyes of my Lord the King; which will revive the dying hopes, 
and raife the dejected fpirits of a comfortlefs mother.” Your 


Majefty’s moft humble fervant, 
KA, LENOX.” 


As acontraft to the elegant fimplicity of this, we have the: 


following from the wife of the famous Duke of Buckingham, 
to the faine Sovereign. 
« May it pleafe your Majettie, 

“ [have receved the two boxes of drid ploms and graps, and 
the box of violatt caks, and chickens, for all which I moft hums 
bly. thank your Majettie. 

“ Thope my Lord Aunan has tould your Majeftie that I did 
mean to wene Mall very fhort!y. I woed not by any mens a-don 
it, till I had fur/? made your Majeftie acquainted with it ; and 
by reafon my coufin Bret’s boy has binne ill of Jatt, for fere fhe 
fhould greeve and /pyle her milk, maks me very defirous to wene 
her. AndI[ think /hee is ould enufe, and I hope will endure her 
wening very well; for I think there was never child card lefs 
for the breaft than /bee dos; fo I do intend to make trial this 
night how the will endure it. This day praying for your Ma- 
jeltie’s health and /onge life, 1 humbly take my leave. Your 


Majeftie’s moft humble fervant, 
K. BUCKINGHAM.” 


The following is from the Duke to King James. 
“ Dear Dad and Goffip, 

“ ‘Yefterday we got hither fo early, that I had time to fee 
over a good part of my works here. This afternoon I will 
fee the reft. 1 proteft to God the chiefeft pleafure I have in 
them is, that I hope they will pleat you, and that they have all 
come by and from you. I am now going to give my Re- 
deemer thanks for my JdZaker. The afternoon 1 will {pend in 
viewing the reft. To-morrow the - threaten to be early 
up; being of my mind impatient to be with you. We hhall 
have need of acoach of your’s, or Pabie Charles, to make the 
way fhort. I could write to the equerries to fend them to 
Thurlo, 
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Thurlo, feven miles on this fide Newmarket; but I will be 
beholden to none but my kind mafter and purveyor, who never 
failed me when I had need ; therefore beftir thee, and (two 
words illegible) duty. 1 will give no thanks for nothing, till 
I my do it on my knees; fo I crave your blefling, as your 
Majeftie’s moft humble flave and dog. 

STINIE.” 


Such a flatterer deferved fuch a King. They were well 
paired. 





An Account of the Compofition of a Water which has the 
Property of deftroying Caterpillars, Ants and other 
Infeéts ; invented byC. Tatin, Seedfman and Florift, at 


Paris. 


lie Bureau de Confultation of Paris gave a reward to 
the author of the following compofition for his difco- 
very, which they defired might be made as public as poffible. 

Take of black foap, of the beft quality, one pound three 
quarters; of flowers of fulphur, one pound three quarters 5 
of mufhrooms, of any kind, two pounds; of river or rain 
water, fifteen gallons. 

Divide the water into two equal parts ; pour one part, that 
is to fay, feven gallons and a half, into a barrel, of any conve- 
nient fize, which fhould be ufed only for this purpofe ; let the 
black foap be ftirred in it til] it is diffolved, and then add to it 
the mufhroomns, after they have been flightly bruifed. 

Let the remaining half of the water be made to boil in a 
kettle 3 put the whole quantity of fulphur into a coarfe open 
cloth, tie it up with a packthread in form of a parcel, and 
faften to it a ftone or other weight, of fome pounds, in order to 
make it fink to the bottom. If the kettle is too {mall for the 
feven gallons and a half of water to be boiled in it at once, the 
fulphur muft alfo be divided. During twenty minutes (being 
the time the boiling fhould continue) ftir it well with a ftick, 
and let the packet of fulphur be fqueezcd, fo as to make it 
yield to the water all its power and colour. The effect of 
the water is not rendered more powerful by increafing the 
quantity of ingredients, 

The water, when taken off the fire, is to be poured into the 
barrel, where it is to be ftirred for a fhort time with a ftick ; 
this ftirring muft be repeated every day, until the mixture be- 
238 comes 
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comes fetid in the higheft degree. Experience fhews that the 
older, and the more fetid, the compoflition is, the more quick 
is its a@tion. Itisneccfiary to take care to ftop the barrel well 
every time the mixture is ftirred. 

When we with to make ufe of this water, we need cnly 
fprinkle it, or pour it, upon the plants, or plunge their branches 
into it ; but the beft manner of ufing it is to inje& it upon 
them with a common fyringe, to which is adapted a pipe of 
the ufual conftruction, except that its extremity fhould termi- 
nate ina head of an inch and a half in diameter, pierced in 
the flat part with fmall holes, like pin-holes, for tender plants ; 
but, for trees, a head pierced with larger holes may be made 
ufe of, 

Caterpillars, beetles, bed-bugs, aphides, and many other in- 
feéts, are killed by a fingle injection of this water. Infeéts 
which live under ground, thofe which have a hard fhell, hor- 
nets, wafps, ants, &c. require to be gently and continually in- 
jected, till the water has penetrated to the bottom of their 
abode. Ant-hills, particularly require two, four, fix, or eight 
quarts of water, according to the fize and extent of the ant- 
hill, which fhould not be difturbed till twenty-four hours after 
the operation. If the ants which happen to be abfent fhould 
affemble, and form another hill, it muft be treated in the way 
before mentioned. In this manner we fhall at laft deftroy 
them, but they muft not be too much difturbed with a ftick ; 
on the contrary, the injection fhould be continued till, by their 
not appearing upon the furface of the earth, they are fuppofed 
to be all deitroyed. 

We may advantageoufly add to the mixture two ounces of 
mux vomica, which fhould be boiled with the fulphur; the 
water, by this means, will acquire more power, particularly if 
ufed for deftroying ants. 

When all the water has been made ufe of, the fediment 
fhould be thrown into a hole dug in the ground, left the poul- 
try, or other domeftic animals, fhould eat it. 


SKETCH of the TRIAL of JOHN THELWALL, 





O* December 1, 1794, came on at the Old Bailey, the 
trial of Mr. John Thelwall for High Treafon, Mr. 
Serjeant Adair charged the Jury on the part of the Crown, in 
an able fpeech, the leading features of which were fimilar to 
ihofe made on the former trials, Some part of it, however, 
being 
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being particularly connected with Mr. Thelwall’s own con 
duct, we fhall introduce it here. Mr, Serjeant Adair read a 
letter of the 13th of January, 1793, written by the prifoner, 
and direéted to a perfon fuppofed to be in America. In this 
letter, he juftifies himfelf from the charge of deferting the 
caule of liberty, avows himlelf to be a true Republican, a 
Sans Culotte, &c. but he alfo arraigns the ferocious and fan- 
guinary proceedings in France. He alfo fays, that he endea- 
voured to reftore a political debating fociety in the Borough, 
and the magiftrates fent a number of people to cry “ God 
fave great Jolter-head,”’ as alfo many other particulars.” 

In a letter which Mr. Telwall wrote to a friend of his at 
Oakham, in Ratlandfhire, he explains his objects, and the 
danger of his defigns. ‘This letter was addreffed to Citizen 
Jack Bell, and was accompanied by many (editious fongs, 
fpeeches, refo utions, &c. fome of which he avowed to be his 
own, and fome by Mr. Horne Tooke and others. ‘Though 
fo unguarded in his letters, he ufed more caution in the com- 
pofition of his lectures; but their general tendency was to 
make the people diffatisfied with the government and its laws. 

Mr. Serjeant Adair having concluded his addrefs, theCourt 
adjourned for an hour to take refrefhment. 

Mr. Adams and others were then examined, and their evi- 
dence proved the fame facts as were adduced on the former 
trials. “Ihe hearing of this evidence employed the Court till 
half paft nine in the evening, whea an adjournment took 
place. 

On the 2d of December the proceedings of the Lendon 
Corrcfponding Society relative to a Convention were read. 

Mr. Gurney, the Barrifter, fon of the fhort-hand writer, 
was next called, and defired to ftate the particulars of a letter 
received by him from Mr. Thelwall. He had not the letter, 
he faid, nor did he precifely recollect it contents. 

In the anfwer which he wrote to Mr. Thelwall, he defired 
him not to fay any thing violent at his lectures, or make any 
harhh obfervations on the Monarchy or Ariftocracy of this 
country, but to attack Reeves’s Aflociation as much as he 
pleafed. 

He was defired by the Attorney-General to explain the 
motives that had induced him to give {uch advice to the pri- 
foner 5. and whether there was any thing ia T helwall’s letter 
which made him conclude that fuch ad:ice was neceflary ? He 
faid he did not know of aay thing in the letter which induced 
him to do fo; but he had recollected a letter written by Mr, 
Thelwalls 
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Thelwall, for publifhing which Eaton had been profecuted, he 
himfelf having been Counfel for Eaton ; and he had recol- 
leGted to have heard Mr. Thelwall {peak in publick, when he 
was often apt to grow warm ; and from thefe circumftances 
thought he might be hurried beyond the fober bounds of dif- 
cretion-to fay things which might be afterwards mifreprefented 
by fpies. 

Mr. Taylor faid he was a Member of the London Corre- 
fponding Society.—He was prefent at the meeting of the 
Globe ‘Tavern, and gave a detail of the proceedings at that 
place, and repeated the toafts which were drank. 

On the 5th of February, 1794, the witnefs was prefent at 
a le€ture given by the prifoner at the Three Kings’ Tavern, in 
the Borough. The prifoner proceeded to deliver his le€ture, 
in the courfe of which he introduced the ftory of a Bantam 
cock, who lorded it over the chickens in the farm-yard, and 
feized for his own ufe all the grain which they had collected to- 
gether.—Upon killing this cock, his flefh was found to be no 
better than that of a dung-hill cock ; this was the fubftance of 
the ftory. ‘Ihe witnefs heard the prifoner repeat it upon dif- 
ferent occafions. ‘There were about an hundred perfons pre- 
fent at this leture : When it was concluded, about twenty of 
the company were invited to ftop and fup with the prifoner.— 
After fupper, the prifoner gave fome toafts, one of which the 
witnefs recollected was, “ God fave the K—g, and if God 
does not damn him, he will damn no man.”—During the 
evening much of the converfation turned upon the Court of 
Jufticiary in Scotland, and upon the fentences which had been 
pafled by that Court; when the company were about to leave 
the room, there was a converfation, in which the prifoner 
joined, of refcuing Margarot and others ; the time at which 
it was mentioned, that the refcue fhould take place, was, when 
the prifoners were removed from Newgate, for the purpofe of 
being conveyed on board the tranfports ; the prifoner faid he 
had a friend, through whofe means be fhould obtain information 
when the prifoners were to be removed.—A friend of the 
prifoner faid he knew of fifty men whom he could depend 
upon. 

On the 14th of February, the witnefs was prefent at a lec- 
ture given by the prifoner, which concluded with words to this 
effect: ‘What tyranny and defpotifm were on the eve of diflos 
Jution all over Europe; that the undertakers were knocking 
at the door, and the coffins were already befpok e. Be fteady 


and refolute, fellow-citizens, and your end is acconplifiicd. 
In 
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In a leéture given by the prifoner on the 21ft of March, ke 
alluded to the King’s indifpofition, and faid, that the conftitue 
tion muft be bad when the ralers are afraid of inveftization. 
In a leéture given by the prifoner on the 28th of March, he 
alluded to the cafe of Froft, and faid it was neither treafon nor 
fedition to fay that he wifhed there were no Kings ; and added, 
he knew it would be better if there were none. 

The evidence againft the prifoner was clofed onthe 3d of 
December, and Mr, Erfkine entered on his defence. He ad- 
mitted that part of the prifoner’s condu& might have been 
imprudent, but infifted that it did not amount to any thing 
like High Treafon. He infifted alfo, that as Hardy was ac 
quitted, although he figned all the papers, it was impoflible to 
bring home the charge of High Treafon to Thelwall. 

“ The grand point,” faid Mr. Erfkine, * in this cafe is 
the Convention; and here I am ready to allow, that the beft 
caufe may be injured by the folly and rafhnefs of individuals 
engaged init: 1 am fure the caufe of reform has fuifered by 
it. But you are not toattribute guilt tothe whole, on account 
of the intemperance of a few. It is true, this Convention, 
in many inftances, was guilty of the groffe/? abfurdity ; their 
ridiculous affectation of French phrafes, their divifions, fec- 
tions, and committees, and all that nonfenfe, may call for dif- 
approbation, but will not juftify a conviction of High Treas 
fon.” 

A number of witneffes were now examined in favour of 
the prifoner, who {poke highly of his private character. 

On Friday, December 5, the Lord Prefident Eyre addrefled 
the Jury, and concluded his fpeech with the following remarks. 

“ Gentlemen (faid his Lordfhip) the ftrength of the pri- 
foner’s cafe lies in the acquittal of Mr. Hardy, Mr. Tooke, 
Mr. Bonney, Mr. Holcroft, Mr. Kyd, and Mr. Joyce ; not 
that they embarra{s the cafe in point of law ; for the prifoner 
fingly, independent of all thefe gentlemcn, and of the others 
named in the indictment, might undoubtedly have confpired 
with others not named in the indi€tment, though all thofe who 
were named had been acquitted ; but the way in which it opes 
rates in his favour, appears to me to be this: The proof hav- 
ing failed againft thofe who have been acquitted, it makes a 
great gap in the evidence, which mutt be filled up. 

“ Geatlemen, the whole of the cafe is reduced to this, 
Whether you do believe a confpiracy did exit to affemble that 
Convention, for the purpofe of fubverting the Government of 
the country, and for depofing the King;-and whether this 
prifoner 
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prifoner has taken fuch a part in it as to make him a partici- 
pator in thatconfpiracy. If he has, there are grounds for you to 
pronounce him guilty. If you think that no fuch confpiracy 
exifled, or if it did, thathe was no party to it. Or, if, upon 
the vhole of the cafe, you fee there are fuch ferious doubts 
on the evidence, as your minds cannot get over, in either of 
thefe cafes you ought to find the prifoner not guilty.” 

The Jury withdrew about twelve o’clock and returned at 
two, and pronounced the prifoner NOT GUILTY. 

Mr. Thelwall feid, that if any thing could increafe the at- 
tachment he had to the country, it was the circumftance that 
had juft occurred; for everyone would admit that there muft 
be fomething very ineftimable in that conftitution, where the 
accumulated weight of Government was unable to bear down 
fo inconfiderable an individual as himfelf. 

He was not, however, he faid, fatisfied in his own mind 
with the acquittal he had obtained, inafmuch as he was forced 
to own that there was in his conduct, circumftances of doubt 
and fufpicion. He declared, therefore, folemnly, that his views 
were always innocent, and that his conftant endeavours were 
to reftrain violence, however circumftances of oppofition and 
intrigue might have forced from him indifcreet and unwar- 
rantable expreffions. As to the letter to his friend in Ame- 
rica it was never fent, and was written in a moment of incon- 
fiderate fervor. He never perufed it after it was wrote, and if 
he had he muft have beheid it with the indignation it de- 
ferved, and have committed it to the flames. The wifh and 
endeavours of his life had been to repreis violence, and fubftie 
tute truth and reafon. 

Immediately on Mr. Thelwall’s being releafed from New- 
gate, he got into an hackney coach, and was drawn home by 
the mob in triumph. 





A REFLECTION. 
Bees prejudice of birth is one of the moft predominant in 


the minds of men of every clafs and country. The 
calts of the Indians do not aflociate with their inferiors, and 
there are feveral grooms to Nabobs, who would think theme 
felves difhonoured by eating with their mafters.—The advan- 
tage of high birth, chiefly confitts in making merit lefs necef- 
fary. 
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HE following inftance of benevolence is mentioned in 

juft tribute to that worthy and truly refpe@table farmer, 
Mr. Paul Dutton, of Grafton, in Chefhire, who was lately 
offered 12s. per meafure for his wheat:—His anfwer was, 
“ No: I will not takeit! I will fell it to the poor around me 
for 108; and thofe families that work for me fhall have it at 
8s.” At the above prices he now continues to difpofe of it. 
Such conduct muft endear Mr. Dutton to all ranks around him. 
—It fays to the wealthy, “ Go ye, anddo likewife;”’ and to 
the honeft indigent, “ Ye alfo fhall have your reward in time 
of need,” 








Anfwer, by IV. Hoare, of Dean Prior, to Sobrius’s Enigma, ine 
Jerted February 10. ‘ 


ny I perus’d the puzzle thrice, 
I found the myftery was ICE, r 


*1* We have received the like anfwer from W. Hawkins, 
N. Coles, and Tyro, of Crediton; T. Walker, of Hemyock ; 
W. Brewer, and J. Gore, Taunton; and G. D. of Shapwick. 








Anfwer, by A. F. of Sherborne, to D. Gill's Rebus, inferted the 
23d of February. : 


OUR brother’s name I found’ was JOHN, 


When firft your rebus I look’d on. 


*t* We have received the like anfwer from J. Turner, of 
Langport; T. Walker, of Hemyock; J. Gore, and Williami 
Brewer, of Taunton; W. S. of Ivybridge; P. of Dortet- 
fhire; J. Thomas, of Gluvias; T. Geach, of Wadebridge; 
Tyro, W. Hawkins, and N, Coles, of Crediton; G. D. of 
Shapwick; and J. Bodkin, of Heathftock. 








Anfwer, by F. Thomas, of Gluvias, ta T. Pearce’s Rebus, inferted 


February 23. 
‘ I ‘HE truth is, if you’ll take my word, 


The aniwer muft be CAMELFORD. 
Vou. XXV. 643. 22 Anfwer, 
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Anfwer, by P. of Dorfetfire, toM. A. B n’s Rebus, inferted 


March 2. 





Vv well this world, and own this dear bought truth, 
That HAPPINESS is but a dream of youth ; 

State of perfetion, not for man defign’d, 

Howe’er the fond idea fills his mind ; 

Itfelf an evil, whilft to good it tends, 

But ina round of difappoinment ends. 


t*t We have received the like anfwer from W. Hoare, 
of Dean Prior; J. Sibly, near Bodmin; A. J. of Sherborne 3 
G. D. of Shapwick; Cowflip, of Weft Coker; Juvenis, near 
Barnftaple ; C. Habakkuk, junior, W. Brewer, J. Gore, and 
M. Long, of Taunten; Coals, G. Wilkins, W. Ball, and 
J. Bingham, of Plymouth; Noah Coles, Tyro, and William 
Hawkins, of Taunton; R. Meager, of Meadras; J. Turner, 
of Langport; W. Sherwell, of Ivybridge; T. Geach, of 
Wadebridge; Iphicles, of Chudleigh; and John Bodkin, of 
Heathftock, 





A QUESTION, by Mifs 4. Thompfon, 


IVEN the ratio of the diameters of the fruftum of a pa- 

rabolic conoid as g: 2, and the line drawn from the exe 

tremity of the greater diameter to the middle of the lefs =25; 
To find the content of the fruftum a maximuni, “ 


4n ACROS TIC, 


ESTRUCTIVE War! Who can thy mifchiefs fcan? 
Ambition’s offspring, and the bane of man; 
Void of all feeling millions ’fore thee fall, 





In vain implore, in vain for mercy call, 

Deaf to their cries, that fhould thy heart appal ! 
Grant, Gracious God! that war may hence be hurl’d, 
In thy good time from out this troubled world; 
Let virtue o’er mankind extend her fway, 

Left unprepar’d they meet the latter day, 


D. G. 


Bridge-firect, Briftal, May 16,1795. 
POETRY. 
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Addreffed to a young Gentleman on the Death of an cfeemed Friend, 


DMIRER of the rural fcene! 
Who cafts the contemplating eye, 
O’er bounteous Nature’s vernal tky, 
And loves her various glowing green ; 
Say, have you rang’d the garden wide, 
And gaz’d with rapture on the fow’r 
Whofe vivid colours deck the bow’r ? 
Have you inhal’d the rofe’s rich perfume, 
And breath’d the fragrance of the lilly’s bloom, 
Or feen the tulip’s pride? 


On Liberty’s expanded wing 
The plumag’d denizens of air, 
Skimming athwart the land{cape fair, 
In mix’d wild notes melodious fing : 
Ah! now the fickle feafons lour, 
And black clouds dim the noon-tide ray, 
Loud thunders roll, bright lightnings play, 
Sudden tranfition! Magic profpeéts clofe, 
And the ftreak'd piak, the lilly, and the rofe, 
Are delug’d ia the fhower. 


The myrtle pours the ftreaming tear ; 
The jonquil hangs her weeping head, 
Her yellow odours, ah! are dead, 
And fummer forrows o’er her bier ; 
When, lo! the fcowling tempefts fly, 
The angry welkin {miles again, 
For radiance re-affumes her reign ; 
Again each flow’ret rears his drooping head, 
More blooming glows the rofe’s blufhing red, 


More fair the azure fky. 


The chequer*d world’s inconftant ftage, 
To fancy paints the garden’s glare ; 
As gay fociety’s parterre 

Boats atond fav’rite of the age, 
BELINDA! glory of the plain, 

Bloffom’d amid the peaceful grove, 

And drew the kind regards of love ; 

Her cheek enamell’d by the vermil dye, 

Long, long attracted the admiring eyc, 
And charm’d the village fwain. 
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Sudden, 
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Sudden, alas! the fhock of fate 
Stopp’d the warm pulfe which throbb’d to joy 
The thafts of death her youth deltroy ; 
Her virtues quit terreftrial date. 
Ah! mourn not!—renovation’s giv’n, 
Paft ruthlefs diffolution’s blow, 
Again behold her features glow, 
BELIND A’s charms immortal and divine, 
Far from the frowns of life unclouded fhine, 
In yonder vaulted Heaven ! 


Kingforidge, May 20, 1795+ 
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Tie .<3..A.0 BBE. T. BR 


ERFIDIOUS wretch! fuch be thy name, 
Thou nurfe of fcandal, and of thame; 

Sufpicion’s ftamp’d upon thy mien, 

And flatcery runs thro’ every vein ; 

Struck with ful! heat from paflion’s fire, 
Couldit thou to noble deeds aipire ? 

Firft know thytfelf; thy treach’rous tongue 
Speaks plain on what thy. reafon’s hung ; ; 
Sufpended on that worm deceit, 

‘That worm on whom all evils wait ; 
Exalted on thy prop conceit, 

(A faculty thou dee meit great) 

‘Thou in thy cunning tav’relt thofe 

Who have the paths of virtue chofe ; 

But ere awhile that kindnefs thown 

Into bate ridicule is blown ; 

What hopes they entertained of thee 

Are blatted irretrieveably 

Such has thy conduét prov >d to fome 

Who try’d the dang’rous road to fame; 
To them, with fale, 2 affected air, 

Thou vow’dfl eternal triendthip dear ; 

Yet whiltt imagin ary bound 

In friendfhip’s facred bands, have found 
‘To their bright hopes, they omy fo fait, 
Truth in the end a chilling blatt 

"i hy naufeous torm fhe makes appear, 
And to the cave ot black defpair 
She icnceforth drives thee, where with grieé 
And care, thou only find’it relief. 


JAMES TRAER. 
Yaunton, May 16, 1795- 
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